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Director Search Update 
The Director Search Committee would like to thank the students, parents, teachers, 
and staff who participated in our virtual site visits over the past week. We were 
pleased to have three finalists "meet" with many of you over Google Meet and 
Zoom, and we appreciate the time you took out of your busy schedules (and day off 
for the students) to introduce the candidates to our school.  

Additionally, the feedback that was provided by those who participated in the 
conversations is extremely valuable, and it has been shared with the Board of 
Directors. The Board is currently conducting a final round of interviews with the 
finalists and hopes to announce the appointment for a new Director in the very near 
future.  

One common theme that has been shared by the finalists is that the WIS community 
is proud of and cares deeply for our school. In a year that has been filled with 
uncertainty, it is very encouraging to see the WIS community show up and share why 
we believe in our school. Thank you for your support! 

On behalf of the Director Search Committee 

PRIMARY PRINCIPAL  
As I mentioned in my article in last week’s Oryx, we will be having our Primary 
Assessment conferences the afternoon of 1 December and all day Wednesday, 2 
December.  

Please note: Primary students do not come to school on Wednesday. These 
conferences will provide parents with an opportunity to have a conversation with the 
child’s various teachers about their progress, next steps in their learning and how 
parents can help at home.  You should receive the sign-up form today. I hope you 
will schedule a conference with the specialist teachers as well as the homeroom 
teachers as this will give you insight into your child’s progress in all areas. 

The following guidelines will help ensure a meaningful conference.
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Regards, 
Beth Smith 
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W.O.R.D. 
Tolou Wolf and Kylie Beall in  

Grade 8JM reading for WORD! 
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Grade 1J 
We were inspired by the Grade 7 cupcake fundraiser and made sums about cupcakes! 

SECONDARY PRINCIPAL  
MAP Growth - Measures of Academic Progress in the Secondary School  

We have been doing MAP Growth testing for several years now in the Primary School. 
We have now started to do MAP Growth testing in the Middle School in Grades 6 & 7.  

What is MAP Growth? 
NWEA calls these tests “Powerful assessments to improve instruction and drive growth”. This is exactly what the 
purpose of these tests are. Students take these tests and with their results, we can adapt our teaching, inform 
our planning and support student growth. Teachers can ‘identify learning needs’ in their classes, they can ‘plan 
for growth’, which means that they can adapt their planning to accommodate the different learning profiles of 
students in their class, and they can ‘deliver effective instruction’, which means that their way of teaching can 
tune in to the students’ specific needs. They can differentiate better and determine their instructional activities 
according to the different groups of students in their classes.  

What does that mean for students? ‘Through easy-to-use technology, MAP Growth is built to reveal what each 
student knows - and what they’re ready to learn. Due to its adaptive nature, MAP Growth tests take the learner 
from where they are in their learning. The tests identify where the learner is and what they are ready to learn 
next. With a pool of more than 50 000 high quality questions, MAP Growth can assess students on the full 
breadth and depth of standards in math, reading, English/language arts and science.  

Once the test has been taken, results will tell teachers which areas in their subjects to focus on. Teachers can 
create groups of proficiency level in their group work and tasks to enable students to be engaged on their level 
of proficiency as well as support areas in need of strengthening in a specific area of either math or language.  

Overall, MAP Growth scores are a valuable way to help planning and instruction and through that ensure a more 
valuable learning experience for learners.  
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We will host a MAP Growth Parent Info Session for parents with children in Grades 6 and/or 7 next week 
Thursday, 26 November 2020 from 17:30 - 18:30.          HERE is the meeting link. 

                  You can also submit your questions with regard to MAP Growth HERE in this Slido event (#31405). 

Regards, 
Maggie Reiff 

Gymnastics 
Why we love gymnastics and what it takes to be a serious athlete. 

My sister, Mea, and I are both rhythmic gymnasts. We have been training for four 
years and just completed Level 4. It is a very competitive sport that requires a lot of 
training. We spend, on average, between seven to nine hours per week in formal 
coaching.  In addition, we are also required to work on mastery and flexibility on our 
own almost every day. I also do weekly ballet training, which compliments my 
rhythmic abilities. 

To be a gymnast, or any other athlete for that matter, you need to be focused and 
dedicated and you need to work very hard.  No matter how talented you are, if you 
don’t work hard, you will not develop and succeed as a gymnast. It means that you 
have to push your limits and do things that might scare you. It is also important to 
know and respect your body and what it can do. As time passes and you see the 
progress that you have made, it motivates you even more. Many times we have had 

to sacrifice our free time, time with friends and other events to go to training instead.  
It is not always easy, but if you are not willing to make such sacrifices 
and stay focused, then you will not succeed. Having a great coach is also 
very important. You need to work closely with your coach if you want to 
succeed and you need to learn to handle criticism.  

For me, all the sacrifices have been worth it. When you know that you 
have worked very hard and have given your very best the rewards are 
always amazing.  For me, the best part is receiving a gold medal after a 
year of very hard work.  Sometimes it also means that your best may not 
be the best at a competition, and then you have to learn to be happy for 
the one that has won and to remain dedicated and work even harder to 
try and win that first place. 

My dream is to compete internationally and I keep that goal in mind 
every time I go to training.  It keeps me focused and determined. “A 
dream does not become reality through magic; it takes sweat, 
determination, and hard work” (Colin Powell, former US Secretary of 
State). That is what being an athlete is all about. 

Joan van Zyl - Grade 6JB 
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REMINDER 
Wednesday, 25th November 2020 is a public holiday!

https://meet.google.com/uve-evir-ekh?hs=122&authuser=0
https://app.sli.do/event/au2aln6w
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CAS Projects in the Making  
For a Better Future 
Feed The Herds is a CAS project started by four students, Lukene, Mathis, PJ and Amelie. 

This CAS (Creativity, Activity and Service) project in the format of an organisation with multiple initiatives such as 
providing land rehabilitation is an excellent opportunity for our students to apply the CAS learning outcomes in 
an area of great importance for the local farmers. “The purpose of Feed The Herds is to support twenty farmers 
in Namibia with regard to their cattle herds in their battle against the ongoing drought. The goal is to raise 
funds through events and sponsorships, which are then donated to farmers.” 

Feed the Herds will provide immediate relief for cattle herds, ongoing education of farmers about sustainable 
agricultural practices and ongoing land rehabilitation.  

The design of this thoughtful project, from the creation of the website to the different fundraising ideas, came 
from these Grade 11 students who just started the 18 months IB Diploma Programme and are already positively 
impacting our local community and with their followers are advertising Namibia internationally. 

Please visit their website: https://www.feedtheherds.com/ and support them by spreading the word. 

On behalf of Amelie, Lukene, Mathis and Padjependa - Mrs. Teresa 

Page 5

https://www.feedtheherds.com/


The Oryx Issue 196 20 November 2020

NamiGreen E-waste Container 

You might have noticed, or not, that for a few weeks now, our E-waste container at the main gate has been 
missing in action.  

For those wondering, we were busy-bees, with the help of 
NamiGreen, our container is now looking great and ready 
to receive recycling. 

NamiGreen has generously and diligently repainted, 
repaired and rebranded the old E-waste container for us. 
WIS is now an official drop-off point for e-waste in 
Windhoek. Check it out here!  

Please keep our community clean and safe by making 
use of the new e-waste container. 

Recycle your old electronics, this includes phones, 
computers, parts, cables, printers, cartridges, and all 
other electronics!  

Thank you again to NamiGreen for this great inactive. See  
the list here of all their drop-off points in and around 
Windhoek. 

Jolene Nel
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https://www.namigreen.com/
https://www.facebook.com/NamiGreenOfficial/
https://www.namigreen.com/windhoek-international-school
https://www.namigreen.com/
https://www.namigreen.com/dropoff
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RSVP HERE

Tel:+264 61 241 783/ Fax: +264 61 264 777 - Scheppmann Street, Pioneers Park Ext. 1, Windhoek, Namibia/  WIS website/ Email: Reception 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSetpaBTpKSpAMKlif6BUCNytVgWi9ArAG6Gx3bHzfbde8Cj7w/viewform?gxids=7628
http://www.wis.edu.na
mailto:reception@wis.edu.na
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